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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



FEB 0 1 2001 
Technology Center 2600 



The citations Usted on the enclosed PTO-1449 Form are submitted under 37 
C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, and in compUance with the duty of disclosure as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .56. The Examiner is requested to make these citations officially of record in the application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before the mailing of the first Office 
Action for this matter. Accordingly, it is believed by the undersigned that the fee pursuant to 
1 .17(p) is not required. However, in the event that this IDS is being mailed after the mailing date 
of the first Office Action, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, 
or additional monies to cover an underpayment by the enclosed check or the inadvertent 
omission of this check, to Deposit Account No. 13-0201. This sheet is filed in duplicate. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement Under 37 C.F.R, §1.56 is not to be 



construed as a representation that any of the listed citations establishes, by itself or in 
combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of any claim in the 
above-identified application. Additionally, this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that a further search of the art has been made by Applicants, or that 
additional information relevant to the examination of this application does not exist unbeknownst 
to Applicants. 
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